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Peace Out! A community prayer for peace
CJ Cosas/COLLEGIAN
Dr. Cornel West to speak in SMC keynote presentation 
Social, religious, and political intellectual figure highly anticipated by students
see PEACE, page 3
Philosopher, activist, and pub-
lic figure Dr. Cornel West will 
speak at Saint Mary’s College 
next month. West will be speak-
ing at the Soda Center on Sat., 
Oct. 11, at 3:30 p.m.
Self described on Twitter as “1 
of America’s most provocative 
public intellectuals; a champion 
for racial justice through the 
traditions of the black Church, 
progressive politics, & jazz,” Dr. 
Cornel West’s career as a pro-
vocative intellectual spans many 
decades. West has a vast history 
and experience in the social, re-
ligious, and political realms, each 
of which have changed because of 
Dr. Cornel West.
Author, activist, and profes-
sor of Philosophy and Christian 
Practice at Union Theological 
Seminary, Dr. West has taught at 
Yale, Harvard, and the Univer-
sity of Paris. Dr. West is a highly 
regarded scholar of religion, 
philosophy and African Ameri-
can studies. He graduated magna 
cum laude from Harvard and 
moved on to receive his M.A. and 
Ph.D. in Philosophy at Princeton. 
Author of 20 books and editor 
of 13, Dr. West has dedicated his 
career to the pursuit of social 
justice. 
His political career includes 
participating in former President 
Bill Clinton’s National Con-
versation on Race and advising 
on Al Sharpton’s presidential 
exploratory committee. West is 
not afraid to be controversial in 
the pursuit of breaking barriers. 
With the continuing violence 
against African American youth, 
West has been working toward 
improved racial discourse in the 
United States.
West has participated in sever-
al video projects including shar-
ing his insights on modernized 
slavery and human trafficking 
in the documentary, “Call + Re-
sponse.” He was also an essential 
part of the documentary “Exam-
ined Life,” where West, along 
with several other philosophers, 
pull ideas of philosophy out of the 
classroom. The film follows Dr. 
West in a cab ride as he explores 
topics of the self. Dr. West’s fast-
talking style and vast knowledge 
were a central part of the ac-
claimed documentary. “Courage 
is the enabling virtue for any 
philosopher,” proclaims West 
in the 2008 film by Astra Taylor. 
West and the other philosophers 
shown in the film discuss their 
ideas and how they apply to 
modern culture. However, West 
is no stranger to the discussion 
concerning the application of 
modern philosophy. Appearing 
on talk shows and news channels 
frequently,  West is constantly 
battling with the reality of social 
and economical discrimination.
Saint Mary’s College will hear 
insight into his two most recent 
works: “The New Jim Crow: Mass 
Incarceration in the Age of Col-
orblindness,” and “The Rich and 
The Rest Of Us.” West’s speech, 
entitled “Prophetic Imagina-
tion: Confronting The New Jim 
Crow and Income Inequality 
in America,” will address the 
prevalent discrimination in this 
country as well as the influence of 
racial injustice on the economic 
state within ethnically diverse 
communities.
 Students gathered in Galileo 201 
on Tues., Sept. 9 to watch a short 
film, “How Wolves Change Rivers” 
and a full-length documentary “Call 
of Life.” 
“The goal is to raise awareness 
and make connections,” explained 
Kenneth Worthy, an environmental 
studies professor at Saint Mary’s, 
at the opening event of the One 
Planet Film Festival. Professor 
Worthy began the program with a 
short speech, telling the audience 
that “experts can’t do this alone,” 
reminding students that environ-
mentalism is a global issue involving 
every human being.  
  The short film “How Wolves 
Change Rivers” described the vast 
environmental changes that oc-
curred in Yellowstone National Park 
after the reintroduction of wolves 
to the area. Sustainable Man, an or-
ganization that works to encourage 
sustainable lifestyles, created the 
film. The film concerned how the 
wolves reduced the overpopulated 
deer in the area through hunting, 
which in turn resulted in the return 
of plant life. Ultimately, this brought 
about the stabilization of the river-
banks, changing the course of the 
river. The narrator, George Mon-
biot, stated that something as seem-
ingly simple as wolves “changed the 
physical geography” of the area. 
  The festival then proceeded 
to show the feature film, “Call of 
Life.” The film outlined a series of 
Peace is, perhaps, one of the 
highest aspirations that any 
single person may seek to con-
fer as their personal gift to the 
world. The cynical may point to 
the idea of peace on Earth as a 
trite idea long since worn out, 
but the prevalence of the idea in 
the modern day only reaffirms 
its importance throughout hu-
man history. On Thurs., Sept. 
11, a gathering was held in front 
of the chapel to bestow a little 
bit of that gift of peace. The get-
together was the first “Peace Out! 
Interfaith Prayer Gathering,” 
which, as the name implies, is an 
interfaith prayer gathering that 
was sponsored by the Mission 
and Ministry Center (MMC) in 
coordination with the Center 
for Engaged Religious Pluralism 
(CERP). 
For the event, students, staff, 
and faculty alike all gathered 
together near the statue of Saint 
John Baptist de la Salle. As the 
congregation gathered,  one 
could not help but notice the 
various kinds of people that 
were gathered there; people of 
different ages, different races, 
different ethnicities, and even 
different religions all gathered 
to hope and pray for peace on 
the fateful anniversary day of 
Sept. 11.
To start the event, Karin Mc-
Clelland gathered the people 
who had assembled and everyone 
stood in a circle. To center every-
one and help them take a step 
back from the hustle and bustle 
of their lives for just a moment, 
she started with a brief period 
of personal meditation signaled 
by a bell. After a few moments of 
silence, she chimed the bell twice 
more and the prayer gathering 
begun. 
As one may expect from an in-
terfaith prayer gathering, many 
different voices were heard and 
expressed in multitude of ways 
from various backgrounds. Some 
read poems, others improvised 
a prayer, one quoted a Christian 
rapper, and others sang—the 
form of their expression only 
mattered in the fact that it was 
the way that person wanted to 
share their experience with oth-
ers. Any time a person spoke, he 
or she was encouraged to express 
their hope for peace in their own 
way. To finish the gathering, one 
final prayer for peace was given. 
As the prayer was spoken, those 
in the circle slowly but surely 
began to link hands with one 
another, symbolizing the solidar-
ity of their beliefs in praying for 
peace in the world.
Interfaith community gathering honors 9/11  and promotes inclusive faith community
As the prayer was 
spoken, those in 
the circle slowly 
but surely began to 
link hands with one 
another, symbolizing 
the solidarity of their 
beliefs in praying for 
peace in the world.
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The Collegian is the official newspaper of Saint 
Mary’s College, published weekly, except during 
examination periods and academic recesses. 
The Collegian reserves the right to hold and edit 
all submitted materials, solicited and unsolicit-
ed. The Collegian’s Editorial Board is comprised 
of all oversight staff members. Other opinions 
expressed are not necessarily endorsed by The 
Collegian, its contributors and/or advertisers. 
Advertisers do not necessarily reflect the view 
of The Collegian. The Collegian strives for ac-
curacy and fairness in the reporting of news. If 
a report is wrong or misleading, a request for a 
correction or clarification may be made.
“To act upon one’s convictions
while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people
when it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it,
a choice—”




Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of mari-




Synopsis: Disturbance — Verbal 




Synopsis: Verbal argument be-
tween roommates and Resident 
Adviser in Aquinas; referred to 




Synopsis: Broken window in Frei-
tas Hall; referred to Community 
Life and Facilities Services
09/06/2014 2:25 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of mari-
juana and paraphernalia and 




Synopsis: Student had allergic 
reaction to prescription medica-
tion — transported to John Muir; 
referred to Community Life and 
Health and Wellness Center
09/07/2014 12:08 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook 
Violation
Synopsis: Underage consumption 
of alcohol — required medical 
response — no transport from De 




Synopsis: Injury while playing 
soccer on the field — referred to 
Community Life and Health and 
Wellness Center
09/11/2014 6:35 p.m.
Incident: Cruelty to Animals
Synopsis: Incident in library 




SMCares begins campaign to unite the class of 2018
New program opens the opportunity for conversation about inclusive community
From the moment Saint Mary’s 
College of California’s Class of 
2018 arrived at the Redwood 
Grove for the annual New Student 
Convocation, the Saint Mary’s 
Cares Campaign was introduced 
to the newest Gaels. Each new 
student was given a Saint Mary’s 
Cares t-shirt right before entering 
the Grove with the sound of Celtic 
music and being greeted by faculty 
members from each department. 
Sitting down during an abnor-
mally chilly morning, the first 
years were eager to unravel the 
shirts and see what was printed on 
them. Printed on the back of the 
navy blue shirts was “Saint Mary’s 
Cares” in bold letters, and right 
beside that the first years noticed 
the hands as a symbol of unity and 
togetherness.
But what does that campaign 
actually mean? According to Saint 
Mary’s Associated Students Presi-
dent Hope Blain, the campaign is 
a “new initiative that strives to 
foster a culture of care, responsi-
bility, respect and inclusivity on 
campus.” 
This campaign was developed 
last May by Dean of Students Dr. 
Evette Clark. After interviewing 
Hope Blain, it became apparent 
that previous classes had not re-
ceived shirts at the New Student 
Convocation. The act of putting 
on the shirts all at once was done 
with the hope that the Class of 
2018 would get some feeling of 
becoming a united community. 
The Collegian interviewed a 
few different students to see what 
Saint Mary’s Cares means to them. 
First year student Jacqueline Tan 
expressed how this campaign was 
a positive start to the school year. 
“It’s really comforting to know 
that you have a community of 
people who actually care about 
you. Especially since you’re in a 
new place and meeting new people 
every day, it’s nice to know we have 
people who support you.” 
First year student Victoria 
Staudenraus believes that this 
campaign will stay with students 
even after their years in college. 
She said, “It builds good morals 
in college students and allows us 
students to be set on the right path 
because of the sturdy foundation 
Saint Mary’s has provided for us.” 
Andee Mckenzie, a junior, gave 
a third-year perspective, stating 
that, “Saint Mary’s Cares is an 
opportunity for growth and dia-
logue about systematic inclusivity 
issues that go beyond Saint Mary’s 
College. It’s also a chance for Saint 
Mary’s students to voice their 
opinion on the matter and create 
their own community of mutual 
respect.”
This campaign “creates a strong 
community that extends to all 
students, staff, faculty, and broth-
ers.” The campaign’s ultimate 
goal is to bring everyone together, 
from students, to professors, staff 
and administration. Saint Mary’s 
Cares is essentially trying to open 
the eyes of the Saint Mary’s com-
munity, especially those of the 
students. In addition, Saint Mary’s 
Cares highlights the need for cam-
pus unity. As Hope Blain added, 
“we are human and one big Gael 
family.”
Beyond the Bubble Because there’s a whole world out there…
Rare sea turtle found near 
Golden Gate Bridge
On Sept. 6, salmon fishermen 
accidentally caught an endan-
gered green sea turtle in their 
nets just outside of the Golden 
Gate Bridge. This breed of turtle 
is usually only found off of the 
shores of Mexico and the Galapa-
gos Islands. The turtle weighed an 
impressive 150, and was quickly 
returned to sea after being net-
ted by the crew. Photos were sent 
to the Turtle Island Restoration 
Network in Marin County, where 
the scientists speculated that the 
turtle was a young adult male or 
female. Seaturtles.org live-tweet-
ed the event, assuring followers 
that the rare turtle remained alive 
and free thanks to the thoughtful 
crew of the Salty Lady.
Google testing self-driving 
cars without backup drivers
Google has now announced 
that early next year they will be 
ready to test the first ever self-
driving car without a backup 
driver. The tests are to take place 
at Moffett Field research center 
which, because it is federal land, 
allows the cars to be tested with-
out any worry about breaking 
state laws. The cars have already 
been roaming city streets and us-
ing technology to avoid obstacles 
in their path, NBC Bay Area staff 
member Scott Budman reports. 
NASA is also teaming up with 
Google for its own research pur-
poses, hoping to learn more from 
Google about the development of 
unmanned drones. 
49ers’ Aldon Smith still facing 
trouble with the law
In 2012, an unruly party ended 
in gunfire at Aldon Smith’s home 
and led to lawsuits and crimi-
nal charges. In 2013, Smith was 
arrested for a DUI and suspi-
cion of possession of marijuana 
that garnered the attention of 
news reporters who questioned 
whether he got preferential treat-
ment in his sentence. In the 
same year, Smith was linked to 
a bizarre bomb threat at Los An-
geles International Airport and 
turned himself in for possessing 
illegal assault weapons, to which 
he then immediately posted a 
$75,000 bail. Now, the NFL has 
suspended Smith for nine games 
without pay for violating policies 
on substance abuse and personal 
conduct. 
93-year-old Bay Area man 
committed to community ser-
vice
Native San Franciscan Rene 
Rodigou has been volunteering 
at St. Anthony’s Dining Room in 
the city’s Tenderloin District for 
17 years, and staff estimate he’s 
poured more than three million 
glasses of juice for San Francisco’s 
most needy citizens. However, 
this is not the full extent of Rodi-
gou’s service history. He is a 
decorated World War II veteran, 
and was married to his wife for 
68 years before she passed away. 
He has raised five children, and 
now dedicates his time to St. 
Anthony’s. St. Anthony’s staff 
members claim that his buoyant 
personality, humor, and regular-
ity are a comfort for other volun-
teers and regular St. Anthony’s 
visitors. Rodigou simply said, “I 
just like helping people.”
SoCal wildfire causes evacu-
ations in national forest area
On Fri., Sept. 12, at 10:30 a.m., 
a fire broke out in Cleveland 
National Forest, about 20 miles 
east of Santa Ana. It was initially 
reported to cover 15 acres, but 
grew to more than 1,000 acres, ac-
cording to the U.S. Forest Service. 
No structures were immediately 
threatened, but mandatory evac-
uations were ordered on Friday 
evening in Silverado Canyon, 
according to the Orange County 
Sheriff ’s Department. The Or-
ange County Fire Authority has 
reported a plan to let the fire burn 
and attack it at its flanks. Wa-
ter and fire retardant-dropping 
aircrafts also responded to the 
scene. Meanwhile, The American 
Red Cross has set up an evacua-
tion center for displaced victims, 
but evacuated areas are already 
being reopened as officials begin 
to get the fire under control.
“Six California” initiative falls 
short of eligibility for 2016 
ballot
The initiative to split Cali-
fornia into six different states, 
spearheaded by a Silicon Valley 
venture capitalist Tim Draper, 
has failed to obtain the required 
number of signatures to qualify 
for the 2016 ballot. Draper faced 
a Friday deadline to submit the 
signatures, and the Secretary of 
State’s office reported on Friday 
that only 66 percent of the 1.37 
million signatures were projected 
to be valid. Draper has spent mil-
lions to achieve his vision of six 
different states: Jefferson, North 
California, Central California, 
Silicon Valley, West California, 
and South California. While the 
petition did receive a significant 
amount of signatures, a recent 
Field Poll reported 59 percent of 
Californians surveyed opposed 
the idea.
Correction
In the Sept. 9, 2014 edition of 
The Collegian, a subheadline in 
the Sports section stated an incor-
rect score of a men’s soccer game. 
The Saint Mary’s men’s soccer 
team beat the University of Wash-
ington 2-1, not 4-2. The Collegian 
regrets this error.
If you see a mistake or would 
like a clarification of something 
you see in The Collegian, email 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
News




Want it in The Collegian?
E-mail us with the details 
of your event at:
smccollegian@gmail.com
or call for more information:
(925) 631-4279
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.















De La Salle Hall
Contact Sara Mumolo
x8556
The Gender Politics of our Food










Contact Alumni Events Office
x8744
PEACE: Diverse community members gather in unity and prayer 
continued from page 1
PLANET: Are we approaching the sixth great mass extinction?
continued from page 1
distressing facts concerning “the 
sixth great mass extinction.” The 
audience learned alarming statistics 
such as how “the rate of extinction is 
far more rapid than the evolution of 
new species.” They were informed 
that the natural rate of extinction is 
approximately one out of a million 
living organisms per year; how-
ever, the current rate of extinction 
is anywhere from 1,000 to 10,000 
times greater. Ultimately, the film 
claimed, if the extinction rate con-
tinues as it is now, “in a few decades 
half or more of our total species will 
be extinct.” 
  After outlining these startling 
numbers the film explained what 
they would mean in the context 
of humankind. Aside from simply 
creating a world deprived of eco-
logical diversity, people would also 
be deprived of the many plants and 
animals that help both our scientific 
and agricultural world function. Ac-
cording to the film, out of the 150 
major pharmaceuticals on the mar-
ket, 120 of them were created and/or 
developed from plant matter. 
  The film went on to clearly lay 
out the root of the “great extinc-
tion” issue taking place: our way 
of life. Derrick Jensen, author and 
environmentalist, stated, “In order 
to keep living the way we do we must 
tell lies to ourselves.” The full extent 
of the damage done is best exhib-
ited through yet another alarming 
statistic: humans have transformed 
70 percent of Earth’s surface. Brock 
Dolmon, director of Occidental 
Arts and Ecology Center’s (OAEC) 
water institute and permaculture 
design program, further pinpoints 
the mass ecological destruction, ex-
plaining, “Capitalism is intrinsically 
environmentally illiterate.” 
  Ultimately, “Call of Life” ended 
in a call for change. The audience 
was encouraged to engage in envi-
ronmental activism and reconsider 
their consumer-centered lifestyle. 
At the end of the film a question 
and answer segment commenced 
with the director of the film, Monte 
Thompson, the producer, Susan 
Scott, and speaker and former Si-
erra Club vice president, Bernard 
Zaleha. 
  Even though the film was dif-
ficult to stomach at times due to 
the depressing warning  it gives, 
Thompson concluded the event on 
a positive note, saying, “I hope one of 
the things this movie does is change 
world views.”
Afterward,  The Co l l eg i a n 
spoke with two sponsors of the 
event in an interview: Karin Mc-
Clelland, one of the staff at the 
MMC, and Sara Iskandar, the stu-
dent coordinator that works as 
a Lasallian Peer Minister. When 
asked what inspired the idea of 
the event, McClelland stated 
that they were trying to cultivate 
“a culture of prayer and reflec-
tion.” McClelland also said, “We 
wanted to make the event a place 
for people to go to when bad 
things happen. We’re trying to 
make it a place of hope.” Iskandar 
intimated similar notions as she 
stated that the idea was to make 
the interfaith gathering a place 
where people could be  “com-
fortable and share their faith.” 
Iskandar continuted by stating, 
“It’s a place for people to grow as 
a community.” By planning this 
interfaith event, McClelland and 
Iskandar desired to tap into the 
diversity that Saint Mary’s has 
and to help foster a sort of con-
nection and kinship with other 
members of the community that 
may not necessarily share the 
same religious faith as them. 
Although this was only the first 
event of it kind, McClelland and 
Iskandar have hopes for planning 
further events of this nature. The 
next interfaith gathering will be 
Thurs., Sept. 25. Other gather-
ings will take place throughout 
the semester on the following 
dates: Oct. 16, Nov. 6, Nov. 20 and 
the final one will be Dec. 4.
Snapshots
The Ladies Guild provides money for many grants and scholarships for Saint Mary’s students. 
(Andrew Nguyen/COLLEGIAN)
Students gather in the Chapel to worship together on Sept. 10. (Andrew Nguyen/COLLEGIAN)
The Mass of the holy Spirit started off the school year on Sept. 10. (Andrew Nguyen/
COLLEGIAN)
The Ladies Guild gathered on Sept. 13 to celebrate their 75th Anniversary and to view the work 






bursting out of the rap cellar that 
“28 grams” landed him in, “Blacc 
Hollywood” debuted at No. 1 on the 
Billboard Top 20. For all intents 
and purposes, it’s because the 
LP did everything a mainstream 
hip-hop album is supposed to do. 
Production is without a doubt 
the album’s strongest quality. I.D. 
Labs and Sledgren did most of the 
heavy lifting here, with cameos 
from fellow producers the likes of 
Ned Cameron, JMike, Ghost Loft, 
Jim Jonson, Kane Beatz, and DJ 
Mustard. This production team 
ensemble did an exquisite job of 
Culture
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Grade: C
Download: “Promises,” “Still 
Down,” and “House in the Hills”
Wiz Khalifa has found himself rapping with a more commercial sound as opposed to his former gritty mixtape-style. (Photo courtesy of Dig Boston)
Greatest fashion minds showcase upcoming spring looks
From the catwalk to point-of-sale, New York Fashion Week revealed designers’ ideas for next season
by Jose Basulto
Staff Writer
Spring 2015 showed its colors 
on Sept. 4 to Sept. 11 during the 
Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week 
in New York City, gripping the 
fashion industry with its inspi-
rations of muddy colors, pastels, 
and florals, all in their simplest 
forms.
On the runway, spectators 
could see the works of Calvin 
Klein, Ralph Lauren, Marc Ja-
cobs, Hugo Boss, Tadashi Shoji, 
Lacoste, David Tlale, Martin 
Keehn, and many more. The ma-
jor highlight of Spring 2015 was 
the refined, classic professional 
dress. Some of the most iconic 
items included the white button 
down for both men and women, 
the pencil skirt with high slits, 
an array of geometric design pat-
terned t-shirts, and black leather 
t-shirts and skirts. 
Given that the final day of New 
York Fashion Week was Sept. 11, 
it became apparent that Ameri-
cans will never forget the terror 
of 9/11. The Proenza Schouler 
show took place on Wall Street 
on this day.
The designer’s line paid tribute 
to the terror attacks of 13 years 
ago  with a collection of clothes 
that intentionally depicted the 
uneasiness and hidden fear of 
the era of the 2000s. Fashion 
oddly yet beautifully portrayed 
the emotion and powerful impact 
that Sept. 11 played on New York-
ers, Americans, and the entire 
world.
Reed Karkoff made a strong 
showing this year, making sure 
to exhibit his signature style 
with all dark, murky colors. Kar-
koff was proud of his collection, 
which portrayed his simple taste 
in dull colors. Though it might 
come  across as forced fashion, 
the purpose of his line was to 
highlight the individuality of the 
wearer and bring out the physical 
features of the individual. 
In contrast, Francisco Costa 
made a bolder appearance with 
silhouettes of black and white 
with the exception of bright 
red and over-the-top geometric 
shapes. His line showed how one 
can stand out by dressing to flat-
ter his or her own body, reiterat-
ing the importance of structure, 
linear designs, and color. The 
proportions and concentration 
of lines were among the key 
concepts in Costa’s inspiration 
for Spring 2015.    
Every year, NYFW features 
the models that everyone talks 
about, from Kate Moss to Cara 
Delevigne. This year, however, 
one special woman was commit-
ted to showing that she has what 
it takes to belong on the catwalk. 
With spring season comes new 
beginnings, and for Kendall Jen-
ner, who was best known for be-
ing a Kardashian sister, this was 
her time to shine. Although she 
was already featured in her first 
runway show for Marc Jacobs 
last year, this year she strutted 
the runways of four different 
big-name designers.  
Fashion is always thought-
provoking and inspirational, 
but not always in obvious ways. 
It is made to show taste and per-
sonality. The concept of wearing 
clothes is practiced worldwide 
and everyone goes through the 
process of choosing what to 
wear, whether intentionally or 
not. Fashion is more than buying 
clothes that eventually go out of 
style. It is taking pride in wear-
ing something that may show off 
your personality. This year’s New 
York Fashion Week displayed 
some of the best reflections of 
the greatest minds of the fashion 
industry. 
Wiz wheezes unoriginal crowd-pleaser album
by Justin Gold
Contributing Writer
Fashion is more 
than buying clothes 
that eventually 
go out of style. It 
is taking pride in 
wearing something 
that may show off 
your personality.
On the eve of the release of his 
latest album, “Blacc Hollywood,” 
Wiz Khalifa found himself in an 
intriguing position. Throughout 
his six-year rap career, he has 
amassed a worldwide fan base that 
has since been dubbed the Taylor 
Gang and has managed to string to-
gether a few hit records. Previous 
projects such as “Rolling Papers” 
and “O.N.I.F.C” have shown him 
disbanding from the traditional 
gritty mixtape-style rapping in 
favor of a more commercial sound. 
Not to his disadvantage, though, 
both albums debuted at No. 2 on 
the Billboard Top 200, and aside 
from that, he’s also dropped mix-
tapes in between major releases 
in order to keep fans riding high 
on the Taylor Gang bandwagon. 
Decent accolades for a guy who 
spends most of his time rapping 
about how much of and what kind 
of weed he smokes, right? But then 
something strange happened, he 
released the “O.N.I.F.C.” follow up 
mixtape “28 Grams,” which imme-
diately garnered polarizing reac-
tions from critics. As a whole, “28 
Grams” felt rushed, incomplete, 
and underwhelming. Fortunately, 
Wiz had a remedy: what better way 
to help fans swallow the sour taste 
of a disappointing mixtape than 
with the release of chart-topping 
album? Enter “Blacc Hollywood.”
His most successful project 
thus far, and one that saw him 
incorporating a variety of sounds 
that complement the flow and de-
livery that Khalifa uses. With that 
being said, these aren’t beats that 
anyone will point to in ten years 
and call them classic inspirational 
pieces from which all other beats 
are sprung from, but that’s fine; 
the beats here are good enough 
to keep heads bobbing and ears 
listening. 
The point where this LP really 
leaves something to be desired oc-
curs with the lyricism. This isn’t 
a direct shot at Khalifa’s rapping 
ability, or even to say that he is a 
bad lyricist, but at many points on 
the album he finds himself mut-
tering the same repeated phrases 
over and over again.  This doesn’t 
come as a surprise to most, though. 
Wiz has never been one to dazzle 
with word choice in songs, but 
fortunately for him this is an era of 
hip-hop in which artists typically 
get by with minimal lyrical prose 
as long as there is a catchy beat 
in the background. Besides, no 
die-hard Wiz fans plug in expect-
ing gut punching lyrical prowess; 
they plug in because they know 
they will be experiencing songs 
that validate their lifestyles. The 
featured artists also help with the 
lack of lyrical ability on display. 
Appearances from Rick Ross, 
School Boy Q, Nas, Nicki Minaj, 
Juicy J, Project Pat, and Ty Dol-
lasign are able to shore up some of 
the weaknesses by forcing Khalifa 
to step up his rhyming acumen or 
be out-rapped on his own album.
From a bird’s eye perspective (or 
a bird’s ear, in this case), this album 
sounds like the soundtrack to a 
wild college night, with controlled 
substances, alcohol, twerking, loud 
music, and good vibes. Ultimately 
though, “Blacc Hollywood” is an 
album that likely won’t be listened 
to from start to finish, and, by the 
time fans get to the end, they’ll 
be left picking only a few songs to 
add to their smartphone’s music li-
brary. Decent production is bogged 
down by lyrical incompetence and 
stylistic flaws, and while the hooks 
are easy to grab and repeat, they 
are too simplistic in most cases. 
I’m sure Wiz couldn’t care less 
though. After all, who cares about 
popular opinion when you’re sit-
ting atop the world’s music charts?
 The Spring 2015 Fashion Week brought the return of the refined, classic professional dress. (Photo courtesy of W Magazine)
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Booming beats for the kickoff of the school year
by Kate Maccariello
Staff Writer
To give a more eclectic twist to 
this week’s playlist, try out these 
songs that you may not have heard 
before.
Marching Bands of Manhat-
tan - Death Cab for Cutie
If you caught this band at Out-
side Lands in Golden Gate Park 
this summer, you’ll recognize 
their emotional and sweet lyrics. 
Great for setting a mood, this song 
is no disappointment. This track 
may be from the 2005 release 
“Plans,” but it’s definitely a heart-
felt classic, perfect for singing and 
dancing by candlelight.
Lies - Glen Hansard
The stage musical and film, 
“Once,” that recently gained 
popularity, sure does have an 
amazing soundtrack. Set in Dub-
lin, Ireland, it tells the heart-
warming story of two musicians, 
who ultimately help each other 
to find love. (Although, not with 
each other, incidentally.) This 
lovely tune goes along with the 
theme, and is great to just sit back 
and relax to.
Sleeping In - The Postal Ser-
vice
This mostly-acoustic track by 
Death Cab frontman’s side proj-
ect The Postal Service, has some 
largely political themes, which 
may have become even more 
significant since the band played 
their last live show in August 2013. 
Fun Fact: The band was named for 
their means of sharing song ideas 
while living in different cities.
Closer Than This - St. Lucia
If you are a child of the ‘80s 
(figuratively or literally), then 
singer-songwriter one-act, St. 
Lucia, is for you. His heavy-synth 
songs are reminiscent of dance 
clubs and bright colors, but with 
a modern twist and without being 
overly tacky.
Everlong - The Foo Fighters
Featured on The Foo Fighters’ 
Greatest Hits album, this lonely 
sing-along is pretty different from 
the 90s’ alternative rock that 
barely survived. Mellow, man.
Beware the Dog - The Gris-
wolds
An up-and-coming band from 
Australia, the slight hint of the 
singer’s accent in The Griswolds’ 
tracks give them an achy feel, per-
fect for grooving with your friends 
on the weekend. This twisted 
love song is fun to dance and sing 
along to. (Ferocious rottweiler not 
included in LP Single.)
Kanye - The Chainsmokers 
(feat. Siren)
The Chainsmokers had their 
first big hit with the club anthem, 
“Selfie.” This electronic song 
sheds a little bit of positive light 
on rapper Kanye West, and feeds 
from his personal life. For those 
of you who are not Kanye fans, at 
least it has a catchy beat.
There Is A Light That Never 
Goes Out - The Smiths
Many of The Smiths’ songs 
are pretty depressing, especially 
this one. The sweet melody is 
accompanied by love-lyrics, but 
not in the most traditional sense. 
Formed in Manchester in the 
early ‘80s, The Smiths have been 
existentially influential in the 
UK’s music scene. If you’re not 
a Smiths fan, this might be your 
best introduction to the fathers 
of British alternative rock.
Metro Song - The Wombats 
Since we’re on a Brit kick, here’s 
another band from Liverpool. The 
Wombats have a knack for catchy 
lyrics, and this song is nothing 
contrary. Great for rocking out 
with the top down… “On the A-1-
1” *Bam!*
Heart Out - The 1975
Sensing a theme, here? What 
can I say? Manchester is a great 
place for emerging musicians. 
The 1975 grew in popularity 
this year, their hip songs blasted 
from speakers all over the world, 
from underground nightclubs 
to the trendiest designer shops. 
This song would be great to play 
anywhere.
ALBUM REVIEW
This album sounds 
like the soundtrack to 
a wild college night.
FASHION FORWARD
Professional interview tips and tricks to impress prospective employers
by Jennifer Stanley
Contributing Writer
It’s fall again — that time of the 
year where employers are looking 
to hire interns for the school year. 
If you’re looking for an internship, 
I recommend taking advantage of 
GaeLink to find internship postings. 
This summer I was fortunate to 
have interned full-time in the Office 
of Governor Edmund J. Brown, Jr. 
at the State Capitol for External 
Affairs and Operations, while doing 
work for Legal Affairs and Legisla-
tion. Given that it is internship sea-
son, I’ve put together some useful 
internship interview tips that I’ve 
gathered from my own internship 
experience:
1. Even though it’s an internship, 
it doesn’t mean it’s less important 
than a job interview. They’re both 
essentially the same, so treat it with 
the upmost importance.
2. Make sure to be at least ten 
minutes early. My father taught 
me this rule for all interviews: “Ten 
minutes early is on time, and on 
time is late.” Being early shows 
punctuality and responsibility, 
and it will set you apart from other 
interviewees.
3. Dress business casual. Even if 
the internship is at a place with an 
unprofessional work environment, 
always dress business casual for any 
interview.
4. Don’t be pessimistic when 
answering the interview questions. 
The interviewer sees pessimism as 
a reflection of your work ethic and 
how you may influence the work 
environment. Be optimistic, but 
not overly optimistic. Have positive 
answers that also keep realism in 
mind. That is the best balance.
5. Do thorough research about 
anything related to the job. Many 
jobs or internships require some 
rudimentary background knowl-
edge about their related fields. Be 
prepared.
6. If you don’t do the research 
and you are asked questions that 
you don’t know the answer to, be 
honest. Whatever you do, do not 
make an excuse for why you’re 
unsure (unless it’s for something 
like the example in Tip 5 and you’re 
from out of state, which would be 
a valid reason for not knowing). 
If you don’t know the answer, say 
that, but finish that off with a grin 
and say that you can always learn. 
That’s where Tip 4 comes in handy.
7. Always ask at least one question 
at the end. It shows that you take in-
terest in the internship opportunity.
8. When asked how your flex-
ibility is, be up front. If you have a 
lot of time on your hands, say that 
you’re free almost all the time. It 
doesn’t imply that you’re desperate 
for any work; it shows that you’re 
dependable. If you have a hectic 
schedule, say so, and provide what 
days and hours you are available. 
However, do not say that you have 
a lot of time if you do have a filled 
schedule. This could backfire if you 
get the internship.
9. Always be honest during the 
interview. Honesty shows that you 
are moral and that you will own up 
to potential mistakes made during 
your time there. Be honest even 
if your answer is something bad 
that you’ve done. I was asked in my 
interview at the Governor’s Office 
if there were any driving tickets, 
charges, etc. that might come up 
when they do my background check 
for security clearance. I had gotten 
a speeding ticket four weeks prior 
to the interview, and I was honest.
It’s important to get your name 
out there, so use these suggestions 
to uphold a sense of professionalism 
this internship season.
SELF-HELP
Quarreling with your roommate? Five tips for calm living situations
by Fabian Guzman
Contributing Writer
What better way to start off the 
new school year than by rooming 
with your friends? They are close 
to you, and they have your back no 
matter what. It is easy to speak your 
mind, crack jokes, and send humor-
ous Snapchat selfies to each other. 
They may be one of the few who are 
just as obsessed with Instagram and 
“Keeping Up With The Kardashi-
ans” as you are, and you bond over 
these quirks. It is going to be like a 
sleep over every night for the rest of 
the school year. 
Although you have reason to 
believe obstacles won’t arise that 
will eventually affect the condi-
tions of living, the challenges that 
lie ahead can severely test not only 
each other’s patience but also your 
friendship. There are, however, 
solutions to solve the problems that 
may occur.
Agreement. Keep in mind the 
commitment you are making. These 
people are your friends and are now 
your roommates, and there are new 
responsibilities and concerns that 
come with the added title. Be sure 
to take your roommate agreement 
form seriously, and consider writ-
ing one even if you are not living on 
campus. Before anything else, room-
mates should promise to pay the 
rent on time, for example. Room as-
signments and shower times should 
be fairly distributed. Clarify each 
other’s needs to ensure everyone will 
be living in a pleasant environment. 
It is not a good idea to be apathetic 
to the terms and conditions. Discuss 
what will be shared among everyone. 
Voice your opinions and desires hon-
estly so you all may work together to 
make this a worthwhile experience.
Guidelines. Aside from the 
house and dorm rules that are to 
be followed, it is helpful to create 
a secondary list of regulations in 
order to protect the well-being of 
your friends. Address the terms 
and conditions. Keep the house and 
dorm clean and free of any damages; 
if there are damages, how will you fix 
them? Any damage of property by 
yourself or others within the con-
fines of your house or dorm is the 
resident’s responsibility. If there is 
an event that creates damage to the 
estate, notify either your RA or land-
lord. Keep everyone safe and take 
every effort to make just decisions. 
Chores. Practice good hygiene. 
Respect each other’s belongings 
and needs. If you are rooming in a 
double, make the effort to keep your 
room clean so your roommate will 
not feel enclosed on his or her side of 
the room. Everyone should contrib-
ute to chores such as washing dishes, 
taking out the trash, sweeping, 
mopping, vacuuming, and dusting. 
It should never be one person’s job 
to do all the work or no one’s job to 
do any work. Clean up after yourself, 
and don’t make a mess. It may seem 
like a simple task, but, to many, it 
is much more difficult to get them 
engaged with the household duties. 
Communication. There will be 
times when roommates will want to 
arrange soirees or kick-backs, invit-
ing many people to the space. There 
should be an approved time frame 
for roommates to be notified of an 
event so that all those living together 
can talk about it. Be sure to see each 
other face-to-face on a regular basis 
to reconnect and be up-to-date, 
even if it means scheduling weekly 
meetings. If there are conflicts, 
review the incident and discuss it 
in a rhetorical manner to agree on a 
resolution. This also forms a tighter 
bond between everyone, especially 
if someone is going through a dif-
ficult situation. Everyone should 
support each other. 
Privacy. There will be times 
when everyone will become irritat-
ed with each other. That is perfectly 
normal. In times like these, make 
space and be ready to compromise. 
If friends are over and the music is 
too loud, lower the volume so that 
your friend may study. Do not use 
any object that belongs to your 
roommate without his or her per-
mission. Once again, respect each 
other’s needs, maintain trust, and 
voice your needs.
Enjoyment. Remember that you 
are all friends, which should not 
change because of a silly dispute. 
Be ready to resolve any conflict and 






The 1975, 10 
songs to spice 
up the upcoming 
school week
South-African born St. Lucia brings a feel-good 80s synth to his music (Photo courtesy of Niteversions).
bursting out of the rap cellar that 
“28 grams” landed him in, “Blacc 
Hollywood” debuted at No. 1 on the 
Billboard Top 20. For all intents 
and purposes, it’s because the 
LP did everything a mainstream 
hip-hop album is supposed to do. 
Production is without a doubt 
the album’s strongest quality. I.D. 
Labs and Sledgren did most of the 
heavy lifting here, with cameos 
from fellow producers the likes of 
Ned Cameron, JMike, Ghost Loft, 
Jim Jonson, Kane Beatz, and DJ 
Mustard. This production team 
ensemble did an exquisite job of 
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Grade: C
Download: “Promises,” “Still 
Down,” and “House in the Hills”
Wiz Khalifa has found himself rapping with a more commercial sound as opposed to his former gritty mixtape-style. (Photo courtesy of Dig Boston)
Greatest fashion minds showcase upcoming spring looks
From the catwalk to point-of-sale, New York Fashion Week revealed designers’ ideas for next season
by Jose Basulto
Staff Writer
Spring 2015 showed its colors 
on Sept. 4 to Sept. 11 during the 
Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week 
in New York City, gripping the 
fashion industry with its inspi-
rations of muddy colors, pastels, 
and florals, all in their simplest 
forms.
On the runway, spectators 
could see the works of Calvin 
Klein, Ralph Lauren, Marc Ja-
cobs, Hugo Boss, Tadashi Shoji, 
Lacoste, David Tlale, Martin 
Keehn, and many more. The ma-
jor highlight of Spring 2015 was 
the refined, classic professional 
dress. Some of the most iconic 
items included the white button 
down for both men and women, 
the pencil skirt with high slits, 
an array of geometric design pat-
terned t-shirts, and black leather 
t-shirts and skirts. 
Given that the final day of New 
York Fashion Week was Sept. 11, 
it became apparent that Ameri-
cans will never forget the terror 
of 9/11. The Proenza Schouler 
show took place on Wall Street 
on this day.
The designer’s line paid tribute 
to the terror attacks of 13 years 
ago  with a collection of clothes 
that intentionally depicted the 
uneasiness and hidden fear of 
the era of the 2000s. Fashion 
oddly yet beautifully portrayed 
the emotion and powerful impact 
that Sept. 11 played on New York-
ers, Americans, and the entire 
world.
Reed Karkoff made a strong 
showing this year, making sure 
to exhibit his signature style 
with all dark, murky colors. Kar-
koff was proud of his collection, 
which portrayed his simple taste 
in dull colors. Though it might 
come  across as forced fashion, 
the purpose of his line was to 
highlight the individuality of the 
wearer and bring out the physical 
features of the individual. 
In contrast, Francisco Costa 
made a bolder appearance with 
silhouettes of black and white 
with the exception of bright 
red and over-the-top geometric 
shapes. His line showed how one 
can stand out by dressing to flat-
ter his or her own body, reiterat-
ing the importance of structure, 
linear designs, and color. The 
proportions and concentration 
of lines were among the key 
concepts in Costa’s inspiration 
for Spring 2015.    
Every year, NYFW features 
the models that everyone talks 
about, from Kate Moss to Cara 
Delevigne. This year, however, 
one special woman was commit-
ted to showing that she has what 
it takes to belong on the catwalk. 
With spring season comes new 
beginnings, and for Kendall Jen-
ner, who was best known for be-
ing a Kardashian sister, this was 
her time to shine. Although she 
was already featured in her first 
runway show for Marc Jacobs 
last year, this year she strutted 
the runways of four different 
big-name designers.  
Fashion is always thought-
provoking and inspirational, 
but not always in obvious ways. 
It is made to show taste and per-
sonality. The concept of wearing 
clothes is practiced worldwide 
and everyone goes through the 
process of choosing what to 
wear, whether intentionally or 
not. Fashion is more than buying 
clothes that eventually go out of 
style. It is taking pride in wear-
ing something that may show off 
your personality. This year’s New 
York Fashion Week displayed 
some of the best reflections of 
the greatest minds of the fashion 
industry. 
Wiz wheezes unoriginal crowd-pleaser album
by Justin Gold
Contributing Writer
Fashion is more 
than buying clothes 
that eventually 
go out of style. It 
is taking pride in 
wearing something 
that may show off 
your personality.
On the eve of the release of his 
latest album, “Blacc Hollywood,” 
Wiz Khalifa found himself in an 
intriguing position. Throughout 
his six-year rap career, he has 
amassed a worldwide fan base that 
has since been dubbed the Taylor 
Gang and has managed to string to-
gether a few hit records. Previous 
projects such as “Rolling Papers” 
and “O.N.I.F.C” have shown him 
disbanding from the traditional 
gritty mixtape-style rapping in 
favor of a more commercial sound. 
Not to his disadvantage, though, 
both albums debuted at No. 2 on 
the Billboard Top 200, and aside 
from that, he’s also dropped mix-
tapes in between major releases 
in order to keep fans riding high 
on the Taylor Gang bandwagon. 
Decent accolades for a guy who 
spends most of his time rapping 
about how much of and what kind 
of weed he smokes, right? But then 
something strange happened, he 
released the “O.N.I.F.C.” follow up 
mixtape “28 Grams,” which imme-
diately garnered polarizing reac-
tions from critics. As a whole, “28 
Grams” felt rushed, incomplete, 
and underwhelming. Fortunately, 
Wiz had a remedy: what better way 
to help fans swallow the sour taste 
of a disappointing mixtape than 
with the release of chart-topping 
album? Enter “Blacc Hollywood.”
His most successful project 
thus far, and one that saw him 
incorporating a variety of sounds 
that complement the flow and de-
livery that Khalifa uses. With that 
being said, these aren’t beats that 
anyone will point to in ten years 
and call them classic inspirational 
pieces from which all other beats 
are sprung from, but that’s fine; 
the beats here are good enough 
to keep heads bobbing and ears 
listening. 
The point where this LP really 
leaves something to be desired oc-
curs with the lyricism. This isn’t 
a direct shot at Khalifa’s rapping 
ability, or even to say that he is a 
bad lyricist, but at many points on 
the album he finds himself mut-
tering the same repeated phrases 
over and over again.  This doesn’t 
come as a surprise to most, though. 
Wiz has never been one to dazzle 
with word choice in songs, but 
fortunately for him this is an era of 
hip-hop in which artists typically 
get by with minimal lyrical prose 
as long as there is a catchy beat 
in the background. Besides, no 
die-hard Wiz fans plug in expect-
ing gut punching lyrical prowess; 
they plug in because they know 
they will be experiencing songs 
that validate their lifestyles. The 
featured artists also help with the 
lack of lyrical ability on display. 
Appearances from Rick Ross, 
School Boy Q, Nas, Nicki Minaj, 
Juicy J, Project Pat, and Ty Dol-
lasign are able to shore up some of 
the weaknesses by forcing Khalifa 
to step up his rhyming acumen or 
be out-rapped on his own album.
From a bird’s eye perspective (or 
a bird’s ear, in this case), this album 
sounds like the soundtrack to a 
wild college night, with controlled 
substances, alcohol, twerking, loud 
music, and good vibes. Ultimately 
though, “Blacc Hollywood” is an 
album that likely won’t be listened 
to from start to finish, and, by the 
time fans get to the end, they’ll 
be left picking only a few songs to 
add to their smartphone’s music li-
brary. Decent production is bogged 
down by lyrical incompetence and 
stylistic flaws, and while the hooks 
are easy to grab and repeat, they 
are too simplistic in most cases. 
I’m sure Wiz couldn’t care less 
though. After all, who cares about 
popular opinion when you’re sit-
ting atop the world’s music charts?
 The Spring 2015 Fashion Week brought the return of the refined, classic professional dress. (Photo courtesy of W Magazine)
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Booming beats for the kickoff of the school year
by Kate Maccariello
Staff Writer
To give a more eclectic twist to 
this week’s playlist, try out these 
songs that you may not have heard 
before.
Marching Bands of Manhat-
tan - Death Cab for Cutie
If you caught this band at Out-
side Lands in Golden Gate Park 
this summer, you’ll recognize 
their emotional and sweet lyrics. 
Great for setting a mood, this song 
is no disappointment. This track 
may be from the 2005 release 
“Plans,” but it’s definitely a heart-
felt classic, perfect for singing and 
dancing by candlelight.
Lies - Glen Hansard
The stage musical and film, 
“Once,” that recently gained 
popularity, sure does have an 
amazing soundtrack. Set in Dub-
lin, Ireland, it tells the heart-
warming story of two musicians, 
who ultimately help each other 
to find love. (Although, not with 
each other, incidentally.) This 
lovely tune goes along with the 
theme, and is great to just sit back 
and relax to.
Sleeping In - The Postal Ser-
vice
This mostly-acoustic track by 
Death Cab frontman’s side proj-
ect The Postal Service, has some 
largely political themes, which 
may have become even more 
significant since the band played 
their last live show in August 2013. 
Fun Fact: The band was named for 
their means of sharing song ideas 
while living in different cities.
Closer Than This - St. Lucia
If you are a child of the ‘80s 
(figuratively or literally), then 
singer-songwriter one-act, St. 
Lucia, is for you. His heavy-synth 
songs are reminiscent of dance 
clubs and bright colors, but with 
a modern twist and without being 
overly tacky.
Everlong - The Foo Fighters
Featured on The Foo Fighters’ 
Greatest Hits album, this lonely 
sing-along is pretty different from 
the 90s’ alternative rock that 
barely survived. Mellow, man.
Beware the Dog - The Gris-
wolds
An up-and-coming band from 
Australia, the slight hint of the 
singer’s accent in The Griswolds’ 
tracks give them an achy feel, per-
fect for grooving with your friends 
on the weekend. This twisted 
love song is fun to dance and sing 
along to. (Ferocious rottweiler not 
included in LP Single.)
Kanye - The Chainsmokers 
(feat. Siren)
The Chainsmokers had their 
first big hit with the club anthem, 
“Selfie.” This electronic song 
sheds a little bit of positive light 
on rapper Kanye West, and feeds 
from his personal life. For those 
of you who are not Kanye fans, at 
least it has a catchy beat.
There Is A Light That Never 
Goes Out - The Smiths
Many of The Smiths’ songs 
are pretty depressing, especially 
this one. The sweet melody is 
accompanied by love-lyrics, but 
not in the most traditional sense. 
Formed in Manchester in the 
early ‘80s, The Smiths have been 
existentially influential in the 
UK’s music scene. If you’re not 
a Smiths fan, this might be your 
best introduction to the fathers 
of British alternative rock.
Metro Song - The Wombats 
Since we’re on a Brit kick, here’s 
another band from Liverpool. The 
Wombats have a knack for catchy 
lyrics, and this song is nothing 
contrary. Great for rocking out 
with the top down… “On the A-1-
1” *Bam!*
Heart Out - The 1975
Sensing a theme, here? What 
can I say? Manchester is a great 
place for emerging musicians. 
The 1975 grew in popularity 
this year, their hip songs blasted 
from speakers all over the world, 
from underground nightclubs 
to the trendiest designer shops. 
This song would be great to play 
anywhere.
ALBUM REVIEW
This album sounds 
like the soundtrack to 
a wild college night.
FASHION FORWARD
Professional interview tips and tricks to impress prospective employers
by Jennifer Stanley
Contributing Writer
It’s fall again — that time of the 
year where employers are looking 
to hire interns for the school year. 
If you’re looking for an internship, 
I recommend taking advantage of 
GaeLink to find internship postings. 
This summer I was fortunate to 
have interned full-time in the Office 
of Governor Edmund J. Brown, Jr. 
at the State Capitol for External 
Affairs and Operations, while doing 
work for Legal Affairs and Legisla-
tion. Given that it is internship sea-
son, I’ve put together some useful 
internship interview tips that I’ve 
gathered from my own internship 
experience:
1. Even though it’s an internship, 
it doesn’t mean it’s less important 
than a job interview. They’re both 
essentially the same, so treat it with 
the upmost importance.
2. Make sure to be at least ten 
minutes early. My father taught 
me this rule for all interviews: “Ten 
minutes early is on time, and on 
time is late.” Being early shows 
punctuality and responsibility, 
and it will set you apart from other 
interviewees.
3. Dress business casual. Even if 
the internship is at a place with an 
unprofessional work environment, 
always dress business casual for any 
interview.
4. Don’t be pessimistic when 
answering the interview questions. 
The interviewer sees pessimism as 
a reflection of your work ethic and 
how you may influence the work 
environment. Be optimistic, but 
not overly optimistic. Have positive 
answers that also keep realism in 
mind. That is the best balance.
5. Do thorough research about 
anything related to the job. Many 
jobs or internships require some 
rudimentary background knowl-
edge about their related fields. Be 
prepared.
6. If you don’t do the research 
and you are asked questions that 
you don’t know the answer to, be 
honest. Whatever you do, do not 
make an excuse for why you’re 
unsure (unless it’s for something 
like the example in Tip 5 and you’re 
from out of state, which would be 
a valid reason for not knowing). 
If you don’t know the answer, say 
that, but finish that off with a grin 
and say that you can always learn. 
That’s where Tip 4 comes in handy.
7. Always ask at least one question 
at the end. It shows that you take in-
terest in the internship opportunity.
8. When asked how your flex-
ibility is, be up front. If you have a 
lot of time on your hands, say that 
you’re free almost all the time. It 
doesn’t imply that you’re desperate 
for any work; it shows that you’re 
dependable. If you have a hectic 
schedule, say so, and provide what 
days and hours you are available. 
However, do not say that you have 
a lot of time if you do have a filled 
schedule. This could backfire if you 
get the internship.
9. Always be honest during the 
interview. Honesty shows that you 
are moral and that you will own up 
to potential mistakes made during 
your time there. Be honest even 
if your answer is something bad 
that you’ve done. I was asked in my 
interview at the Governor’s Office 
if there were any driving tickets, 
charges, etc. that might come up 
when they do my background check 
for security clearance. I had gotten 
a speeding ticket four weeks prior 
to the interview, and I was honest.
It’s important to get your name 
out there, so use these suggestions 
to uphold a sense of professionalism 
this internship season.
SELF-HELP
Quarreling with your roommate? Five tips for calm living situations
by Fabian Guzman
Contributing Writer
What better way to start off the 
new school year than by rooming 
with your friends? They are close 
to you, and they have your back no 
matter what. It is easy to speak your 
mind, crack jokes, and send humor-
ous Snapchat selfies to each other. 
They may be one of the few who are 
just as obsessed with Instagram and 
“Keeping Up With The Kardashi-
ans” as you are, and you bond over 
these quirks. It is going to be like a 
sleep over every night for the rest of 
the school year. 
Although you have reason to 
believe obstacles won’t arise that 
will eventually affect the condi-
tions of living, the challenges that 
lie ahead can severely test not only 
each other’s patience but also your 
friendship. There are, however, 
solutions to solve the problems that 
may occur.
Agreement. Keep in mind the 
commitment you are making. These 
people are your friends and are now 
your roommates, and there are new 
responsibilities and concerns that 
come with the added title. Be sure 
to take your roommate agreement 
form seriously, and consider writ-
ing one even if you are not living on 
campus. Before anything else, room-
mates should promise to pay the 
rent on time, for example. Room as-
signments and shower times should 
be fairly distributed. Clarify each 
other’s needs to ensure everyone will 
be living in a pleasant environment. 
It is not a good idea to be apathetic 
to the terms and conditions. Discuss 
what will be shared among everyone. 
Voice your opinions and desires hon-
estly so you all may work together to 
make this a worthwhile experience.
Guidelines. Aside from the 
house and dorm rules that are to 
be followed, it is helpful to create 
a secondary list of regulations in 
order to protect the well-being of 
your friends. Address the terms 
and conditions. Keep the house and 
dorm clean and free of any damages; 
if there are damages, how will you fix 
them? Any damage of property by 
yourself or others within the con-
fines of your house or dorm is the 
resident’s responsibility. If there is 
an event that creates damage to the 
estate, notify either your RA or land-
lord. Keep everyone safe and take 
every effort to make just decisions. 
Chores. Practice good hygiene. 
Respect each other’s belongings 
and needs. If you are rooming in a 
double, make the effort to keep your 
room clean so your roommate will 
not feel enclosed on his or her side of 
the room. Everyone should contrib-
ute to chores such as washing dishes, 
taking out the trash, sweeping, 
mopping, vacuuming, and dusting. 
It should never be one person’s job 
to do all the work or no one’s job to 
do any work. Clean up after yourself, 
and don’t make a mess. It may seem 
like a simple task, but, to many, it 
is much more difficult to get them 
engaged with the household duties. 
Communication. There will be 
times when roommates will want to 
arrange soirees or kick-backs, invit-
ing many people to the space. There 
should be an approved time frame 
for roommates to be notified of an 
event so that all those living together 
can talk about it. Be sure to see each 
other face-to-face on a regular basis 
to reconnect and be up-to-date, 
even if it means scheduling weekly 
meetings. If there are conflicts, 
review the incident and discuss it 
in a rhetorical manner to agree on a 
resolution. This also forms a tighter 
bond between everyone, especially 
if someone is going through a dif-
ficult situation. Everyone should 
support each other. 
Privacy. There will be times 
when everyone will become irritat-
ed with each other. That is perfectly 
normal. In times like these, make 
space and be ready to compromise. 
If friends are over and the music is 
too loud, lower the volume so that 
your friend may study. Do not use 
any object that belongs to your 
roommate without his or her per-
mission. Once again, respect each 
other’s needs, maintain trust, and 
voice your needs.
Enjoyment. Remember that you 
are all friends, which should not 
change because of a silly dispute. 
Be ready to resolve any conflict and 
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Joan Rivers, divisive and ground-breaking, dies at 81
With tough skin and a sharp tongue, comedian broke down show business gender barriers
by Josie Howatt
Contributing Writer
Nude photo scandal snaps victim-blaming practices
Scandalization of the photos perpetuates a culture of blaming the victim, not the perpetrator
by Erin Rhoades
Contributing Writer
A first year student’s perspective on WoW experience
While some of the activities felt frivolous, the friendships formed made it valuable
by Gabby Vanacore
Contributing Writer
The Apple Watch was announced at Apple’s highly anticipated 
media event last week, and though 
I wasn’t completely blown away, 
I’m excited for a new Apple product 
in our lives. As a person interested 
in making games and art, a flood of 
ideas for potential future apps and 
experiences came to mind after the 
announcement.
Many smart design choices were 
made for the device. The dial on the 
side and integrated voice controls 
minimize screen blockage. The user 
interface was built to compliment 
the smaller screen and other hard-
ware limitations. The watch gives 
tactile feedback when you interact 
with it. It can sense your heart beat, 
temperature, and other fitness-
centric data, and the ability to pay 
for things with a simple tap will make 
purchasing things perhaps too easy. 
What interests me most is the 
potential for the Watch to be a prod-
uct that drives creativity. Apple has 
provided many toys for developers 
and designers to play with, and the 
possibilities are unforeseeable. 
Millions of Apple’s customizable 
watch interfaces will be available at 
the launch of the Watch, but I can 
see myself designing and selling my 
own watch skins on the app store. 
The watch’s ability to connect with 
the other Apple devices opens a 
new realm of experiences. I wonder 
what apps, games, and utilities will 
look like when my iPhone, iPad, 
Macbook, and Apple TV are all 
connected. And because watches 
are fashion statements as much 
as functional devices, I can see not 
only companies like Belkin, Incipio, 
and Otterbox creating bands for the 
watch, but also premier fashion de-
signers like Gucci, Louis Vuitton, and 
Versace (for way too much money). 
The watch also opens possibilities 
for how we unlock and enter every-
thing around us. Hotels are develop-
ing apps allowing users to enter their 
rooms with the device, and paying 
for groceries will soon be as easy as 
holding your watch up to a monitor. 
I can see everyone using the watch 
to start their cars, enter their homes, 
get into concerts, use public transit, 
and anything else that might require 
a password or security assurance.
That’s going to frighten people, 
but the security features Apple has 
implemented are smart. The watch 
requires an iPhone to work. It works 
only with your iPhone, so as long as 
it’s in your pocket and you haven’t 
burned off your fingerprints as of 
late, the information is secure. Fur-
thermore, the information on your 
phone and watch will be encrypted, 
and a randomly generated one-time 
payment code will be used every 
time you make a purchase. None of 
the actual credit card numbers are 
stored onto the phone or watch. Only 
a device-specific account number is 
encrypted and stored onto a separate 
security chip. If your phone gets sto-
len, you can use the Find My iPhone 
app to suspend all payments for the 
device, and since there aren’t card 
numbers on the phone, you don’t 
need to cancel your credit card. 
A lot of smart design choices went 
into the Apple Watch, and it will be 
exciting to see what developers will 
do with this new platform sure to sell 
millions early next year. 
The recent hacking that ledto the theft of celebrities’ 
personal photos is being called a 
scandal, but not for the reason it 
should be. Instead of the public 
being shocked that celebri-
ties would indeed have nude 
pictures that are suddenly and 
unlawfully being shared with 
the world, we should be worried 
that the blame for this theft is 
being placed at the feet of its 
victims. 
Many people have been very 
vocally supportive of the “if 
they didn’t want those pictures 
shared, then why take them?” 
camp. This type of victim blam-
ing is what helps to perpetuate 
rape culture in our society. 
So why is it that when private 
pictures are shared with the 
world, our attention turns to the 
subject of the photo and not the 
person who stole and distrib-
uted them? Most often at the 
time of the hack, the attacker 
is unknown, so the only known 
source is the victim, but this 
doesn’t mean that the victim is 
to blame. Whether it is a hack or 
an act of “revenge porn,” when 
private pictures and videos 
are distributed on the internet 
without the full consent of all 
parties involved, it is a crime. 
Compared to other instances 
in which private celebrity pho-
tos or videos made their way 
online, the media has surpris-
ingly handled this instance with 
a modicum of dignity. So why are 
some news outlets treating this 
instance of stolen celebrity pho-
tos as a “scandal?” Is it because 
celebrities were hacked? Jenni-
fer Lawrence is mentioned most 
often when reporting the hack, 
and she seems too innocent to 
receive an invasion of privacy. 
She does not deserve this, not 
because she is an Oscar-winning 
actress, but rather because she 
is a human being. Every person 
who has had private photos or 
videos of them leaked online 
without their consent deserves 
better. 
In the past, when stars such as 
Scarlett Johansson or Kim Kar-
dashian had private property 
posted without their consent, 
many would be hard-pressed to 
find anyone calling it theft, let 
alone a sex crime, as some are 
rightly calling it now.
Social expectations have al-
ways pigeonholed women into 
one of two categories: the angel 
or the harlot. In this instance, 
our patriarchal society will want 
you to consider the angel as a 
victim while the harlot remains 
accountable and deserving. No 
one person should be more or 
less “deserving ” of becoming a 
victim than another person; all 
victims should be treated with 
dignity and respect. The only 
thing that should be causing 
outrage around these stolen 
photos is that someone, anyone, 
could so flagrantly disregard the 
respect and privacy of another 
person and get away with it. 
With the recent and unex-pected death of one of the 
most controversial comedic fig-
ures of the past several decades, 
there has been a great deal of 
talk about whether Joan Riv-
ers should be remembered as a 
legend and a pioneer for female 
comedians or merely as a cruel 
shock comedian.
With her starkly honest and 
often brutal humor, Rivers was 
bound to rub some of the public 
the wrong way, but I don’t think 
anyone could have anticipated 
just how contentious her come-
dic personality would become.  
Rivers rose to fame in 1965 as a 
recurring guest on “The Tonight 
Show with Johnny Carson.” 
In 1986, she became the first 
woman to receive her own late 
night show and in 1990, Rivers 
won the Emmy for Outstanding 
Talk Show Host for her daytime 
talk show “The Joan Rivers 
Show.” She and her daughter 
Melissa began hosting E!’s Acad-
emy Awards red carpet show in 
1994, and she was the host of the 
show “Fashion Police” from 2010 
to 2014. I came across “Fashion 
Police” a few years ago, and ever 
since then, week after week, Joan 
Rivers never failed to put a smile 
on my face. She had more than a 
few critics, however, as her jokes 
challenged political correctness 
and dealt with subjects at the 
forefront of the entertainment 
and news circuit.
Some say that Rivers’ humor 
was far too disrespectful and 
gossip-based. Most of the people 
I talk to about her say she is evil, 
narcissistic, and offensive. In 
my opinion, she was the first 
brutally honest female comedian 
to gain success, so people saw 
her humor as inappropriate. She 
knew what people expected of a 
female comedian, and she chose 
to shatter these expectations and 
make herself a household name 
by crossing the gender barrier 
in shock comedy. As Joan Riv-
ers once said, she “succeeded 
by saying what everyone else is 
thinking.” Although her jokes 
were comparable to most male 
shock comedians, she caused 
discomfort with the public be-
cause she refused to conform to 
the comedic style of most female 
comedians. 
The title of her book, “I Hate 
Everyone…Starting with Me,” 
illustrates Rivers’ self-deprecat-
ing sense of humor. While she 
ruthlessly joked about celebri-
ties and their flaws, she was even 
more eager to make cruel jokes 
about herself. For example, Riv-
ers once said, “I’ve had so much 
plastic surgery, when I die they 
will donate my body to Tupper-
ware.” Before she threw anyone 
else on the chopping block of 
wry humor, Rivers herself was 
first in line to be torn down. She 
was honest about her flaws and 
insecurities, and she knew that 
negative criticism would be a 
part of her fame. 
Joan Rivers never apologized 
for her comedy, which is some-
thing I truly admire. She once 
said: “I’ve learned to have abso-
lutely no regrets about any jokes 
I’ve ever done...You can tune 
me out, you can click me off, it’s 
okay. I am not going to bow to 
political correctness. But you 
do have to learn, if you want to 
be a satirist, you can’t be part of 
the party.”
Joan Rivers was a beloved 
comedian, friend, mother, and 
philanthropist; countless fans 
will remember her fondly and 
miss her presence in the enter-
tainment world. Some people 
may see her humor as cruel, but 
there is no question that she laid 
the foundation for the female 
comedians of today’s world. She 
tested the limits of what was 
appropriate for women to joke 
about and used her honest hu-
mor to make us laugh. 
She knew what people 
expected of a female 
comedian, and she 
chose to shatter these 
expectations and make 
herself a household 
name by crossing 
the gender barrier 
in shock comedy.
After several hundred ice-breakers, hours of meetings 
and lectures, and a slightly hyped 
up carnival, the famous Week-
end of Welcome (WoW) at Saint 
Mary’s College came to a close. 
The Monday before classes was 
spent in pure exhaustion by most 
of the class of 2018. For a fresh-
man who has never lived away 
from home, one could argue 
that the constant activity was 
an effective immersion into real 
college life. For many, though, 
this wasn’t the case. After the 
packing, traveling, and a teary 
goodbye with the parents, every-
thing was just a bit overwhelm-
ing. However, I was excited to 
finally be here at Saint Mary’s. 
This change in life, though, did 
not pan out the way I expected.  
Weekend of Welcome began 
with our WoW groups and the 
animated “WoWies” introducing 
us to campus. For the first few 
days, every activity and meeting 
involved these groups. During
the weekend, the schedule was 
hectic, and all freshmen were 
required to attend the various 
events. These events included 
the traditional Convocation 
Ceremony, introduction to the 
First Year A dvising Cohort, 
and a four hour-long lecture on 
diversity and college life. There 
was also a book discussion, con-
nect sessions with our floors, and 
events such as Summer Mad-
ness. Through all the activities, 
there was not a lot of time to 
take breaks. Most freshmen were 
exhausted, and the events began 
to seem pointless.
I started to have my doubts 
while running back and forth 
throughout campus on a selfie 
scavenger hunt. Saint Mary’s did 
not seem like the college I chose 
when I went to the middle school 
dance in the quad. My college life 
did not begin after the quick and 
loose discussion on Ruth Ozeki’s 
“A Tale For The Time Being,” 
which some people did not even 
read in the first place. Mixed 
in to this drawn out weekend, 
there was a positive side. For 
me, Saint Mary’s became real 
the minute I met my awesome 
roommate. College life became 
enjoyable not when I painted 
“the SMC,” but when I helped 
my new friend walk down the 
hill because she got paint in her 
eyes. I was able to fully see why 
I chose this school when I went 
door to door and bonded with 
those who will be my neighbors, 
and my family, for the next two 
semesters. My journey at Saint 
Mary’s started off well because 
of the wonderful people that I 
met, not through the mandatory 
activities of WoW. 
Now that I have started class-
es, it’s set in that WoW wasn’t a 
summer camp and that I won’t 
be going home any time soon. 
While those days mostly just 
blended together, I now realize 
that I am thankful to be here. 
Through those somewhat silly 
activities and lectures, I can now 
say I understand the Lasallian 
tradition and the community 
feeling that Saint Mary’s strives 
for. I get that feeling every time 
I eat with someone new in Oliver 
Hall and whenever other people 
randomly introduce themselves. 
I  guess you can say I didn’t 
expect WoW to be as long and 
exhausting as it was. I definitely 
didn’t understand what was 
happening at the time; however, 
now I get the point. Everyone 
here may come from a differ-
ent background and story, but 
we are now family for the next 
four years. This is honestly what 
Saint Mary’s is about, and this 
is predominantly why I chose to 
come here.
Sports




Mon. @ Saint Mary’s Invita-
tional - Day 1
Tues. @ Saint Mary’s Invita-
tional - Day 2 
Women’s Volleyball
Fri. vs. Cal, 7:00 p.m.
Women’s Soccer
Fri. @ South Dakota State, 3:00 
p.m.
Sun. @ Kansas, 11:00 p.m. 
Men’s Soccer
Fri. vs. Seattle University, 4:00 
p.m.














Repeat? Week 1 of the 2014 NFL 
season began Sept. 4 with an opener 
between the Seattle Seahawks and 
the Green Bay Packers. Some won-
dered if Green Bay had a chance of 
winning, considering the contro-
versial “Fail Mary” debacle that ulti-
mately resulted in a 14-12 Seahawks 
win in the 2013 season. The reigning 
champions, however, put all doubts 
aside in a 36-16 thrashing of the 
Packers. With a stifling defense and 
an emerging quarterback, Russell 
Wilson, Seattle continues to look 
as dominant as they did last season. 
What slow start? After a pre-
season to forget, the San Francisco 
49ers showed that they were in 
midseason form in a 28-17 win over 
the Dallas Cowboys. Colin Kaepe-
rnick threw a pair of touchdowns, 
while Frank Gore became the 29th 
running back in NFL history to pass 
10,000 career-rushing yards on 66 
yards rushing. Even without two 
all-pro linebackers, Aldon Smith 
and Navarro Bowman, the 49ers 
defense was able to keep Cowboys 
quarterback Tony Romo in check 
to a tune of just 281 passing yards, 
one touchdown, and four forced 
turnovers.
Surprise? Almost every year, a 
surprise team catches the league by 
a storm. On Sunday, the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, a 4-12 team in 2013, led the 
Philadelphia Eagles 17-0 at halftime. 
The Eagles would then go on to score 
34 straight unanswered points to 
win 34-17. However, with head coach 
Gus Bradley at the helm, a promising 
young rookie QB in Blake Bortles, 
and key additions on defense such 
as Red Bryant, Alan Branch, and 
Chris Clemons, can the Jags be one 
of those surprise teams this year?
Most exciting game of the 
week: Perhaps the most exciting 
game of the week came in Atlanta 
where the Falcons and Saints battled 
back and forth to overtime after Fal-
cons kicker Matt Bryant hit a game-
tying field goal with 1:32 left in the 
game. On the first Saint’s possession 
in overtime, wide receiver Marques 
Colston fumbled at midfield and 
shortly after, Bryant hit a 51-yard 
field goal to win the game 37-34 for 
Atlanta. 
Upset of the Week: Although 
there were a few, the upset of the 
week belongs to the Buffalo Bills 
trumping the Chicago Bears in 
overtime. After a mediocre 6-10 
season in 2013 and the loss of star 
linebacker Kiko Alonso to an ACL 
tear, most national pundits ex-
pected the Bills to fall to a potential 
playoff team: the Bears. Combined 
with two touchdowns from 2nd 
year quarterback EJ Manuel and 
a surprising defensive effort that 
took advantage of two Jay Cutler 
interceptions, the Bills were able to 
pull off 23-20-overtime victory on a 
Dan Carpenter field goal. 
NFL week one: Raiders start the Carr, suffer bumpy ride
As week one of the NFL season 
got underway, there were lots of 
moving pieces and question marks 
on depth charts league-wide; this 
was especially true of the Oakland 
Raiders. Fresh off of two back to 
back four-win seasons, Oakland 
was a franchise that found itself 
in need of major rejuvenation on 
both sides of the ball. The Oak-
land General Manager, Reggie 
McKenzie, addressed this need 
by completing a major overhaul 
on defense by signing a slew of 
veteran players via free agency. 
McKenzie also supplemented the 
aged bunch by taking Khalil Mack 
with the number five overall pick 
in this year’s NFL draft, a player 
many believe brings defensive 
rookie of the year credentials to 
the table. On the offensive side, 
McKenzie attempted to shore up 
the holes by adding former NFL 
leading rusher Maurice Jones-
Drew, veteran receiver James 
Jones, and quarterback Matt 
Schaub. The biggest splash in the 
Raider offseason didn’t come via 
free agency, it came in the second 
round of the Draft when McKen-
zie took Derek Carr off the board; 
this would set up the quarterback 
controversy that ensued.
After initially naming Matt 
Schaub the starter, and sticking 
with that decision for much of 
the offseason, the Raiders found 
themselves in an interesting pre-
dicament as the start of the season 
approached. A disappointing 
preseason from Schaub character-
ized by a lack of confidence, arm 
strength, and play-making ability 
left critics wondering if Shcaub 
had anything left in the tank after 
a horrid season which resulted 
in the end of his tenure with the 
Houston Texans. Many believed 
that the Raiders wanted to start 
Derek Carr all along, and all it 
took was a sore elbow diagnosis 
on Shcaub and a spectacular pre-
season finale from Carr to set the 
wheels in motion. By the end of 
the final pre-season game against 
the Seattle Seahawks, Raider na-
tion found itself with a new twitter 
tagline: #StartTheCarr.
 And #StartTheCarr they did 
in week one against the New York 
Jets, but they were in for a bumpy 
ride. Though fans were clamoring 
to see their beloved rookie run 
the offense in the season opener, 
it was a perplexing decision given 
the fact that rookie quarterbacks 
are 1-7 against Rex Ryan’s Jets all 
time. The Raiders ultimately lost 
the week one contest 19-14 with 
Carr completing 20 of 32 passes 
for 151 yards and two touchdowns. 
These numbers aren’t eye popping 
to any extent, but they aren’t ter-
rible either. Carr showed flashes 
of superb playmaking ability and, 
much like Head Coach Dennis Al-
len, stated in the postgame press 
conference that the game didn’t 
seem too big for him. That is the 
most important take away from 
week one for the Raiders. They 
didn’t lose this game because Carr 
isn’t capable of being a franchise 
quarterback. They lost it because 
the Raiders looked every bit what 
they are on paper: a team with 
lots of new players that is still 
searching for a unified identity. 
The Raiders were outrun on the 
ground 212 to 25. Jones-Drew and 
Darren McFadden were only able 
to muster 15 and 11 yards respec-
tively. Numbers like those don’t 
make things any easy on a rookie 
quarterback either. The biggest 
problem of the game for the Raid-
ers was that the Jets eviscerated 
the defensive and offensive lines. 
Khalil Mack registered six tackles, 
and the defense as a whole was 
good; however, they must avoid 
giving up big plays like the long 
run that Chris Ivory scored on 
for the Jets.
While the Raiders are a team in 
transition, they appear to be head-
ed in the right direction. For the 
first time, there is a quarterback 
at the helm with promising talent 
that can provide the stability and 
longevity that has been missed 
over the past decade. However, 
a talented rookie quarterback 
will only be able to guide an NFL 
team so far. While it is encourag-
ing to see that Carr appears to be 
a quarterback ready for the NFL 
spotlight, it is imperative that the 
rest of the team steps up around 
him in order for him to blossom 
into what his full potential will 
allow. After all, a Carr will only 
move properly when all parts are 
in tiptop shape.
DISHONORABLE: Goodell does not follow his own advice of accountability
continued from page 8
the past two years, 14 players 
have been arrested for violence 
against women. Of the 14 cases 
of domestic abuse, Goodell and 
his staff have not been consistent 
with punishments. 
Goodell is an incompetent 
commissioner and it is rumored 
that the owners are looking to 
oust Goodell from his position, 
and rightly so. Beyond this situa-
tion, fans are unable to say no the 
NFL. In spite of the ugliness of 
what has happened with the Ray 
Rice case, and now the Adrian 
Peterson situation, America 
and its fans continue to watch 
the game of football. Once the 
bright lights are shining and the 
kickoff is received, it’s almost as 
if all the problems surrounding 
the league vanish. According to 
TV Executives Kevin Clark and 
Shalini Ramachandran, “It’s 
almost like the networks are 
afraid to say no to the NFL.” It is 
a ritual for all fans to wake up on 
Sunday afternoon and be glued 
to the television from game time 
until the end of the day. That is 
the setback. 
 As Roger Goodell remains 
the Commissioner amongst this 
entire crisis, Janay Rice carries 
with her the feelings of betrayal 
and grief. As each media station 
continues to replay the incident 
in the elevator, Janay Rice has to 
Rule 7.13: Collision rule explained from Torre
On Tuesday, Major League 
Baseball executive VP Joe Torre 
sent letters to umpires and all 
30 teams attempting to clarify 
the ambiguous Rule 7.13, better 
known as the home plate collision 
rule. Pushed for in the offseason 
by esteemed former catchers like 
Mike Matheny and Bruce Bochy, 
the intent of the rule was to sig-
nificantly lower the number of 
collisions at home plate. If that 
was the only desired outcome of 
Rule 7.13, it would be deemed a 
great success. Collisions at home 
plate have dwindled considerably 
since the rule’s enactment, and 
no catchers have been harmed 
in the process. Unfortunately 
for the MLB and its fans, other 
issues have arisen out of the 
experimental rule’s implementa-
tion. Though they were once very 
exciting, plays at home plate have 
become noticeably awkward for 
players and umpires alike.
In essence, Rule 7.13 states that 
unless the catcher has the base-
ball, he is not allowed to block 
the runner’s path to the plate. In 
regards to base-runners, the rule 
prohibits runners from deviating 
from their path in order to plow 
into the catcher. Many baseball 
purists cried foul at its mere 
enactment, arguing that runner-
catcher collisions are crucial to 
the game. Nevertheless, most 
fans seemed content with a rule 
that would prevent gruesome 
injuries like the one suffered by 
Giants catcher Buster Posey in 
2011. On paper, this rule seems 
clear enough. In practice, it has 
become a nightmare for both um-
pires and MLB officials reviewing 
live plays.
The rule’s inherent vagueness 
has led to a handful of seemingly 
clear-cut plays being botched by 
umpires. Runners who should 
be out by upwards of twenty feet 
have been ruled safe by techni-
calities on occasion. The spirit of 
the game and even common sense 
has often been given a back seat 
to Rule 7.13. Unwarranted runs 
have been scored, and outcomes 
of games have been affected. With 
the postseason approaching, the 
last thing anyone wants is for a 
playoff game to be determined 
by one of Rule 7.13’s technicali-
ties. So with the MLB’s apparent 
clarification, not alteration, of 
the home plate collision rule, 
the League hopes to prevent any 
further mistakes. 
In an ideal world, Major League 
Baseball would have suspended 
Rule 7.13 for the remainder of 
the regular season and the post-
season. While some bruises may 
have been suffered in the mean-
time, at least it would be guar-
anteed that no game outcomes 
would be compromised due to the 
rule. Instead, the MLB opted to 
emphasize to teams and umpires 
that above all, common sense and 
good judgment will prevail in 
plays at the plate. That’s a fairly 
safe decision, and one can only 
hope it improves calls. Moving 
forward into the offseason, defi-
nite alteration and clarification of 
the rule needs to take place. But 
until that happens, home plate 
plays should unfold the way they 
have for the last 100 years. Catch-
ers should be allowed to block 
the plate, and runners should be 
allowed to ram into them.          
Major League Baseball makes no changes to collision conundrum
relive the moment in her mind. 
No media station appears to have 
the decency to stop replaying 
the tape, as this scene may be 
the most life changing and de-
pressing moment in Janay Rice’s 
life. According to ESPN Analyst 
Adam Schefter, “This is the big-
gest black eye in the history of the 
league.” First of all, it is not fair to 
be replaying the video tape con-
tinuously and her name should 
have been protected. Janay Rice 
did not even offer her consent for 
the video to be publicly shown 
worldwide. It is damaging what 
is left of Ray and Janay Rice’s 
relationship and is detrimental 
to them psychologically. Janay 
Rice recently released a state-
ment saying, “This is our life! 
What don’t you all get? If your 
intentions were to hurt us, em-
barrass us, make us feel alone, 
take all happiness away, you’ve 
succeeded on so many levels.“ 
Janay Rice is blaming the me-
dia for what has occurred, and 
this raises a plethora of ques-
tions. It is not understandable 
why Janay Rice continues to 
stand by her husband, and her 
latest comments suggest taht 
she is frightened, nervous, and 
intimidated. Action against Ray 
Rice should have been handled 
properly in a more timely man-
ner, and now Roger Goodell and 












Roger Goodell: a domestic violence bystander
by Dimitri Quaglierini
Contributing Writer
As the 2014 NFL Season kicked 
off last weekend, many fans were 
looking forward to an invigorat-
ing and exhilarating season. 
Week one usually comes and 
goes, but that was not the case 
this year, as the NFL has been in 
news headlines for all the wrong 
reasons. There are reasons to feel 
uncomfortable surrounding all 
the hypocrisy of America’s most 
popular game and the “leader-
ship skills” possessed by Com-
missioner Roger Goodell and the 
rest of the parties involved in the 
Ray Rice domestic violence case. 
Last March, Commissioner 
Goodell took the podium in 
front of all 32 National Football 
League teams, stressing the sig-
nificance of honor, responsibil-
ity, and accountability. During 
that conference, Goodell stated, 
“With more success comes more 
responsibility for all of us to step 
up and lead.” Goodell is now 
under scrutiny by the media, 
coaches, and fans worldwide for 
doing the complete opposite of 
what he proposed. The Baltimore 
Ravens’ front office staff, Roger 
Goodell, and his executives are 
under fire because they are more 
focused on their positions from a 
political standpoint, rather than 
doing what is truly best for the 
League to thrive. 
Alledgedly, an NFL spokes-
person said that, “We have no 
knowledge of this. No one to our 
knowledge possessed or saw the 
video beforehand.” Goodell and 
his officials are stating this in 
order to save their jobs. They 
are desperately trying to protect 
the league and its image at all 
costs, but are instead inflicting 
even more harm as week two is 
approaching. 
According to multiple reports, 
both the Baltimore Ravens and 
the League’s front office received 
the TMZ video of Ray Rice strik-
ing his wife, Janay Rice, months 
ago. The belief being raised is 
that the Baltimore Ravens’ or-
ganization went about this situ-
ation with their primary focus 
being “winning,” rather than 
what is morally righteous. This 
is not what a reputable organiza-
tion prides itself on. 
Football is a team sport and 
does not rely on one individual, 
no matter the level of skill that 
the individual possesses. Yes, 
this is the same Ray Rice that 
helped lead the Ravens to win 
the Super Bowl in 2012, but he 
was just one piece of the puzzle. 
Ray Rice’s actions should not be 
tolerated in any circumstance. 
Roger Goodell, Ray Rice, Ozzie 
Newsome, and even Prosecutor 
Jim McClain were egocentric, 
self-absorbed, and failed to act 
internally. The Baltimore front 
office had six weeks to add a 
punishment to the League’s two 
game suspension of Rice prior to 
the video being released. They 
did no such thing. The Ravens 
were focused solely on “winning” 
in all the wrong aspects and are 
now being looked at as a dishon-
orable and deplorable organiza-
tion. Last Monday morning, the 
Baltimore Ravens terminated 
Ray Rice’s contract because they 
were unable to “get away with 
their actions” according to Keith 
Olbermann of ESPN. Olbermann 
went on to state, “Baltimore put 
their on-field success in front of 
the well being of Janay Palmer, 
Rice, and every woman across the 
globe.” General Manager Ozzie 
Newsome and Team President 
Richard Crass are the two insti-
gators under the most scrutiny 
for their self-seeking and narcis-
sistic deeds. 
This is yet another missed 
opportunity on Goodell’s part 
to crack down on domestic vio-
lence among NFL players. Over 
Men’s soccer victorious in two hard-earned games
by Bella Hall
Contributing Writer
The men’s soccer team was 
down 1-0 at half time against 
Central Arkansas last Friday af-
ternoon. The heat was intense, and 
many worried that such uncom-
fortable playing conditions could 
alter a team’s start to a game. 
However, the second half of the 
game brought about an immense 
change in the Gaels’ attitude to-
wards the game. The boys came 
down from their cloud nine win 
against University of Washing-
ton, and they focused that energy 
on the remainder of the present 
game against Central Arkansas. 
Saint Mary’s focused on gathering 
themselves as a whole unit and 
figuring out what they needed to 
fix in order to accomplish a win 
for the team. 
In the 71st minute of the game, 
an Arkansas defender committed a 
foul in the 18-yard box. Senior for-
ward Michael Semenza capitalized 
on the opportunity and took the 
penalty kick, tying the game 1-1. 
In the 83rd minute, freshman 
forward Nicolas Gamp, received 
a great cross from Gerardo Men-
doza, and placed a beautiful shot 
into the top right corner of the 
goal. Gamp said, “I wanted to 
dribble through the defender but I 
got lucky, and I was happy to shoot 
that goal.” According to Gamp it 
was a great feeling to score that 
goal, especially since it was the 
team’s opening home game and his 
first collegiate goal. His goal gave 
Saint Mary’s a 2-1 lead.
Senior goalkeeper Andre Rawls 
thought that the team’s emphasis 
on movement of the ball and sim-
ple possessions helped the boys to 
gather the lead against Arkansas. 
Rawls said, “Once we got [move-
ment and possession], Arkansas 
couldn’t keep up with us.” After 
they acquired this momentum, 
Semenza took a hard shot, forcing 
the Arkansas keeper to deflect the 
ball. Freshman midfielder Nathan 
Grixti followed the deflection with 
a great shot, scoring the third goal, 
securing a nice cushion for the 
Gaels. 
Semenza said, “We’re just like 
one big family. We always say that 
before or after the games, win or 
lose, no matter what. We spend 
almost every minute of everyday 
together. We all know we’re broth-
ers. We got each other’s back, and 
we know we have to work hard 
for the guy next to you, the guy in 
front of you, and the guy behind 
you. We know we can do big things 
if we do that.” The team certainly 
came together to take the win in 
the second half. They did what it 
took to get the job done, scoring all 
three goals in the final 20 minutes 
of the match to outlast Central 
Arkansas 3-1. 
Another driving factor was the 
return of Emmanuel Sarabia. 
Sarabia played a meaningful 20 
minutes at the forward position. 
It was his first game since his 
2011 season, after which he was 
diagnosed with leukemia. Head 
Coach Adam Cooper said it was 
an inspirational experience to see 
him back on the field. 
The Gaels’ game week was not 
over, as they had a tough task of 
defeating Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity on Sunday afternoon. They 
were successful in their efforts 
with a hard fought 1-0 outcome. 
Florida Gulf Coast was ranked as 
the 24th best program coming into 
the game.
Both teams saw a player go 
down to a red card, but Antonio 
Andre Rawls jumps up to make the save against a Florida Gulf Coast forward. Rawls recorded a shutout. (Brian Exline/COLLEGIAN)
The Gaels take two wins with outstanding goals and strong defense
Lokossou suffered the red card 
early in the first half. Saint Mary’s 
was down a man for more than 50 
minutes of the game, but that did 
not deter this hard-nosed team. 
The goal came off a free kick and 
was scored by Will Kendall, who 
has not seen much action this year, 
but came up huge when necessary.
The Gaels hope this victory 
vaults them into the rankings after 
a slow start against Colgate and 
Syracuse. 
Looking to next week, Saint 
Mary’s will face off against Seattle 
University and San Jose State be-
fore they open up conference play.
see DISHONORABLE, page 7
OPINION
Roger Goodell may be rightfully fired for his poor handling of the Ray Rice domestic violence case. (Photo courtesy of Next Impulse Sports)
